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As Catholics, we have a rich tradition of scriptural scholarship, 

theological thought, and pastoral practice. Over the centuries, we have 
developed doctrines, articulated theories, and established structures for 
the well-being of the Church. All of these serve their purpose. In spite 
of this, however, we must always return to the simple message that 
Christianity is primarily a way of life. It is not a theory, philosophy, 
theology, or even a book, but a way of living in this life. In the words of 
the first reading from Deuteronomy, God’s will for us “is not up in the 
sky… nor is it across the sea… No, it is something very near to you.” 
God’s will for us is here and now, in the way we live our lives. 

 
In today’s Gospel, we have one of the clearest examples that 

Christianity is a way of life: the parable of the Good Samaritan. In that 
Gospel, a scholar of the law, someone who would have known the 
theories of religion and memorized the scriptures, asked Jesus about 
eternal life. He really wanted to get into that remote future kingdom 
‘up in the sky’ or ‘across the sea.’ By the end of the parable, however, 
Jesus redirected his attention on this life and on the lived experience 
here and now. After explaining to him how the Good Samaritan was 
neighbor to the victim beaten by robbers, Jesus concluded by saying, 
“go and do likewise.” In other words, go and put this into practice in 
this life. 

 
Within the parable itself, there are two other characters like the 

scholar of the law concerned with theories about religion and eternal 



life: a priest and a Levite. As we heard, both of them chose not get 
involved in the situation and passed by on the other side of the road. In 
their efforts to stay ritually pure and get into heaven, they forgot about 
living the Gospel in this life. Because of this, Jesus’ parable implies that 
they were hypocrites for not loving their neighbor, who was half-dead. 

 
In his document on human friendship, Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis 

beautifully calls attention to the parable of the Good Samaritan as a key 
passage for Christian living. In the pope’s reflection on it, he gets to the 
heart of the Gospel message. He writes, “the distinctions between 
Judean and Samaritan, priest and merchant, fade into insignificance. 
There are only two kinds of people: those who care for someone who 
is hurting and those who pass by; those who bend down to help and 
those who look the other way and hurry off.” (70) This is the core 
question of Christianity: do I care or not? This is different than the 
question from the scholar of the law, ‘teacher, what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?’, which ultimately is a selfish one that forgets about 
Christian living. 

 
 Christianity is a way of life that shows that we care. Do I care…about 
the sufferings of others? Injustice? Putting my faith into action? Leaving 
the world better than I found it? Bending down to help those in need? 
 
 As we continue with this mass, let us pray that we may learn 
theology, study the Bible, and explore pastoral practice, but never think 
that that is the entirety of Christianity. These things can be a way of 
walking on the other side of the road. Instead, may we walk on the side 
of the road where the suffering is. That is where we can best respond 
to the question: Do I care? 


